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Transnational Crime, Terrorism, and Insurgency 
 
As part of a project on India’s non-traditional security threats, the Observer Research 
Foundation is generating a series of scenarios on the basis of answers to this 
questionnaire. You are invited to provide your judgmental response to questions given 
below that will help construct those scenarios. 
 
This survey is divided into two themes: 
 

 Crime & Terrorism 
 Insurgency 

 
Your answers will remain anonymous.  Please answer only those questions 
about which you feel comfortable.  Leaving a section blank is an acceptable 
answer.  We kindly request that you give your personal views and not those of 
the organization you are affiliated with.    
 
Please enter the following details so that we may send you the results: 
 
Name:    _______________________________________ 
 
Address:   _______________________________________ 
    _______________________________________ 
    _______________________________________ 
    _______________________________________ 
 
 
Organization:   _______________________________________ 
 
Primary area of expertise: _______________________________________ 
 
 
Please complete the survey, save the document, and mail, fax, or email it to: 
 

Wilson John 
Observer Research Foundation 

20 Rouse Avenue Institutional Area 
New Delhi, 110 002, India 
Tel +91(0)11 4352 0020 
Fax +91(0)11 4352 0003 

wjohn@orfonline.org  

  

mailto:wjohn@orfonline.org


Section A: Crime & Terrorism 
 

1. Who will be the most relevant non-state actors in the realm of terrorism, 
insurgency and crime into the next 12 years? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is the dimension of their networking with religious/political/criminal 
and within the countries they operate and across the world? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is their operational capability? What is the level of military training and 
planning these groups have access to? What is capability to use modern 
communication and information technologies? How adaptive they are to 
networking capabilities? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What are the direct threats they pose to India’s security? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
5. What are the indirect threats? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. How do transnational criminal syndicates help India’s existing and potential 
adversaries? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What are the implications of human trafficking, gun running and drug 
smuggling on India’s security? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. How do these transnational networks undermine India’s efforts to neutralise 
non-state actors active within and outside India? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
9. Do you think nuclear smuggling networks like the one run by AQ Khan still 

exist in the world and what are the threats these networks have on our 
security? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. How strong is the possibility of terrorist groups accessing CRBN (Chemical, 
radiological, biological, nuclear) materials through these networks? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. What are the kind of CRBN threats the non-State actors pose to India? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Do you think local criminals/criminal gangs/militias will increasingly network 
with trans-national criminal syndicates and how strong will these networking 
be in terms of operational capability? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  



13. The nexus between nefarious non-state actors and state actors is strong in the 
case of: 

i. Pakistan     _____ 
ii. Bangladesh     _____ 

iii. Sri Lanka     _____ 
iv. Iran      _____ 
v. China      _____ 

vi. Myanmar 
vii. India      _____ 

viii. Other      _____ 
 

14. Please explain the degree of nexus in the four (or more) most important states 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. How does political support for non-State actors increase the dimensions of the 

threats to India? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. How do armed forces’ alliances with terrorist/extremist/criminal groups enhance 
traditional security threats? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. How far will the State actors use non-State actors to achieve tactical as well as 
strategic objectives against India? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



18. What is the extent of relationship between bureaucracies and non-State actors in 
South Asia? 

a. Pakistan      
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Bangladesh      
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Sri Lanka      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. China       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e. India    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
f. Other       

 
 
 
 
 

  



19. How strong is the relationship between non-State actors and civil society? 
a. Pakistan      

 
 
 
 
 

b. Bangladesh      
 
 
 
 
 

c. Sri Lanka      
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. China       
 
 
 
 
 
 

e. India   
 
 
 
 
 

f. Other     
 
 
 
 
 

20. How does this proximity add a new dimension to India’s threat perceptions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



21. How serious do you think is the use of modern media technologies by non-State 
actors to propagate their ideologies, recruit, raise funds and plan terrorist attacks? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22. What is the extent of radicalism within the armed forces/police forces/intelligence 
agencies in India’s neighbourhood? What are the kinds of threats these 
developments create for India? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23. How does these networks and their alliances endanger India’s maritime security?  
 
 

  



Section B: Insurgency 
 

1. What are all the important insurgent groups active throughout India today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Will these remain the key insurgencies in the next 12 years? 

a. Yes 
b. No 
 

3. Which ones will weaken? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Which new ones may emerge? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What sorts of operational capabilities will these groups have? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



  

 
7. Will these domestic insurgencies receive support from abroad? Where? What is 

the motivation for the latter? Please explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Is there networking among the insurgent groups within the country today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. How might this networking evolve in the next decade? Why? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. To what degree is operational, strategic, or tactical coordination likely? Please 
explain some possible scenarios. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. What role will economics play in the emergence, propagation, or termination of 

insurgencies in India? Please elaborate. 
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